D E C L A R A T I O N
Adopted September 19th 2009 by the participants of 
“ReACTion”- A workshop against prejudice
Arkhangelsk 16.-20.September 2009

We, the participants of the Workshop “ReACTion” are youth representatives from Norway, Russia, Finland and Sweden.
We recognize the Declaration on Human Rights and other declarations encouraging the objective perception of people with various viewpoints and beliefs, building on tolerance and fight against prejudice.
We understand the importance of international youth cooperation, dissimilation of information and cultural exchange between young people in the Barents Euro-Arctic Region;
It’s necessary to join efforts to break various forms of social, religious, racial, sexual, and other forms of intolerance among youth and people in general.
We call for a society based on the principles of democracy. And underline the importance of protecting the rights of minorities, their way of life and the right to choose your own sexual identity.
We are ready to take active part in the work against prejudice and we stress the value of a free press and the freedom of expression. 
We suggest the following actions:
· Secure youth participation in international work and the involvement of disabled people in different activities
· Increase the number of international youth initiatives
· Prioritize democracy building, for instance trough informal meetings with policy makers
· Create international arenas in order to exchange ideas and views e.g. Camps and exchange programs
· Implement projects that increase cultural competence based on the principle ”Diversity is the Barents identity”
To make this possible we need to take concrete measures including:
· Continue the non-bureaucratic and youth-friendly financial funds provided though The Barents Regional Youth Program. To develop it further into a multilateral fund in order to facilitate international youth initiatives in the Barents Region. Establish other forms of financial support that aims to strengthen youth cooperation in the High North
· Support the Barents Regional Youth Council and projects that provides concrete experiences with democracy practices, involvement and the realization of own project ideas. 

· Continue to provide the facilitation service for multilateral youth work in the region, the Barents Youth Cooperation Office (BYCO). 
We believe that an open and tolerant society is necessary to create an attractive and sustainable Barents Region.

We are the present and the future. We are able to change it!
