














IMPROVING AND DEVOLVING
GOVERNANCE

The Government of Canada is committed to providing Canadian
Northerners with more control over their economic and political
destiny. Canada’s Arctic foreign policy bolsters our domestic
efforts toward strong governance in the North in the following
three ways:

providing opportunities for Northerners to actively participate
in shaping Canadian foreign policy on Arctic issues

continuing to support the participation of Indigenous
Permanent Participant organizations at the Arctic Council

providing Canadian youth with opportunities to participate in
the circumpolar dialogue



Canada will pursue a more strategic engagement with the U.S., our premier partner in the Arctic, and will work closely with Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and in priority areas. The Arctic has also attracted the interest of non-Arctic states and

entities. The key foundation for collaboration will be acceptance of and respect for Arctic states’ sovereignty and the perspectives

and knowledge of Northerners.

The Arctic Council is the leading forum for cooperation on Arctic issues. Canada’s key priorities for strengthening the Council include pursuing
a greater policy dialogue, ensuring that research continues to focus on key emerging issues, and engaging with other member states to
address the structural needs of the organization.

Canada will work through all relevant multilateral institutions toward global solutions for issues such as polar shipping regulations, climate
change and mercury emissions.



Canada’s Arctic foreign policy
statement can be found on Foreign
Affairs and International Trade
Canada’s circumpolar website:
www.circumpolar.gc.ca

For Canada’s Northern Strategy please
see Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada’s website:
www.northernstrategy.ca




