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Demographic challenge ï 
settlement patterns  

Population density , 2011  



Demographic challenge - depopulation of remote 
and rural areas  

Over the last five years the population has increased mainly in 
areas surrounding the capital city  

Changes in population in local 
government territories 2006 -2011  



Perspective demographic changes ï 
reducing number of inhabitants and 

ageing  

death rate  

birth rate  

Average life 
expectancy of children 
in 2015ï2050, years 
of life 



Projections for long -term population 
changes in Latvia  



Projection for the change in number of pre -school age 
children (% relative to the number in 2008), results of 

modelling performed by SRDA   
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In 2023 ï 

decrease by 25 -50%  

 



Regional disparities in the European 
Union  

Latvia has the most pronounced 
regional disparities in the 
European Union  

Dispersion of regional GDP per inhabitant, %, 
2008 (NUTS 3 regions)  

 



Regional disparities ï GDP and non -
financial investment  
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GDP difference in 
2008: 2,5 x 

Non -financial investment 
difference in 2009: 3,4 x 

Á During the growth period non -financial investments were attracted 
much more succe ssfull y in developed regions (Riga)  

Á There is a need for additional incentives to facilitate increase of non -
financial investments in territories that are remote from capital city  



Unemployment: lack of jobs in the regions  

Unemployment, 2011  

Unemployment, 2010  



Social aid expenses in municipal 
budgets per capita in  2010  



Unequal financial resources at disposal of 
local governments for development  

Personal income tax 
revenue in the local 

government budget per 
capita in 2008  

Personal income tax revenue 
in the local government 

budget per capita in 2010  



Spatial development perspective Latvia 
2030   

Expected results:  

 
Á Reduction of regional 
disparities below average of 
EU countries  

(from 45,6 to < 30)  

  

Á Maintaining proportion of 
inhabitants in urban and 
rural areas  

(from 67,7/32,3 to 70/30)  

 

Á Reducing proportion of 
inhabitants living in Riga 
planning region  

(from 48,7 to < 48)  



Development centres -  challenges  

 

ÅEnsuring preconditions 
for attracting investors  

 - GDP 2,5 times 

 - Non-financial investments 3,4 times 

ÅPromotion of innovation 
and creativity 

ÅImpact on surrounding 
rural areas ï the role of 
driving force 

 

 

Personal income tax revenue in the 
local government budget per capita 
in 2010 



Rural area s ï challenges   

ÅAccessibility of jobs 
and services 

 

ÅDepopulation 

ïSome rural parishes have 
lost up to 20-25% of 
population during the last 
five years (Ƣepova, BƉrziƨi, 
Malnava) 

 

 



Riga metropolis area -  challenges  

ÅHigh daily migration in 
surroundings of Riga 

ïRiga provides more than 40% of 
income tax for municipalities in 3 
regions 

 

ïHighest level of regional mobility 
in surroundings of Riga 

 

ïEnvironmental risks 

 

 

 


