Foreword 

Youth Cooperation for a Sustainable Development of the Barents Region
The young people of the Barents region represent the future. Young people are a vital resource in the work with the challenges of the region like unemployment, environmental problems, health problems i.e. the increase in the occurrence of AIDS, trafficking in human beings etc. The involvement of youth in decision making processes and in projects and cooperation between youth groups and organisations are keys to a sustainable development of the Barents region.
  The Working Group on Youth Policy of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council and the Barents Youth Cooperation Office in Murmansk are in different ways supporting youth cooperation in the Barents Region.
In this brochure you can find information about national and international sources of funding for youth cooperation in the Barents Region and also a short description of how the youth work is organised in the different countries of the region.
We hope that this brochure will be interesting and useful both for youth organisations and for representatives of authorities who are working with international aspects of cooperation in youth sphere.
If you want further information - please do not hesitate to contact the Barents Youth Cooperation Office in Murmansk!

Stockholm, Sweden, 18 August 2003
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Ingela Håkansson
Chair of the Working Group on Youth Policy of the Barents Euro-Arctic Council
The Barents Youth Cooperation Office

In May of 2001, a conference of ministers responsible for youth affairs in the Barents region was held in Tromsø, Norway. At the conference, a Plan of Action for the future Barents cooperation in the youth field was adopted. In this Plan it was stated that mechanisms for information and guidance for youth groups in the Barents region would be established. The Barents Euro-Arctic Working Group on Youth Policy is responsible for the implementation of the Plan of Action. As a result of this, the Barents Youth Cooperation Office (BYCO) was established in Murmansk, Russia. 

The overall objective for the establishment of such a service is:

- a well functioning multilateral cooperation in the youth field, that contributes to an improved situation for young people in the Barents Region, as well as a sustainable development of the region.

Two coordinators for youth cooperation in the Barents Euro-Arctic Region have been appointed by the Barents Euro-Arctic Working Group on Youth Policy. These coordinators provide information and guidance for youth groups, organisations and networks on:

· national and international resources for funding of projects

· education in project planning, implementation and follow-up

· possible cooperation partners nationally and internationally

· planned and ongoing youth projects and meetings in the Barents Region

The coordinators stay in close and regular contact with the regional and local administrations in the Barents Region and with other cooperation structures and organisations working with youth issues in the northern part of Europe.

 This brochure is one of the results of the work of the BYCO. 

       The coordinators hope that this brochure will be interesting and useful for readers.

Looking forward to cooperating with you, 

 Yours sincerely,

Maria Petrova,

Youth coordinator
The Barents Youth Cooperation Office

Knipovicha str. 17
Poliarnie Zori Hotel
office 229 

Office hours:  Monday – Friday 10 -13 / 14 - 17 
Tel: +7 8152 289 637
byco@russlandia.ru
The Barents Youth Cooperation Office is funded by the Ministries responsible for youth affairs in Russia, Finland, Sweden and Norway as a part of the youth cooperation under the Barents Euro-Arctic Council.

For further information about the Barents Euro-Arctic Council see: 

www.beac.st
FINLAND

NATIONAL LEVEL
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF FINLAND

The overall direction and development of youth work is the responsibility of the Youth Policy Division. The Ministry coordinates youth policy and relevant measures in the state administration. The Advisory Council for Youth Affairs, which is an expert body operating in conjunction with the Ministry of Education, focuses on initiatives geared to improve young people’s living conditions, working in cooperation with partners in the youth field. The Youth Organisation Subsidy Committee gives its opinion to the Ministry concerning the funds to be allocated to national youth organisations.

The Ministry of Education of Finland supports activity in the field of youth policy by giving annual grants. The grants use in particular to support the activities of youth organizations, to fund the work of municipalities in the youth sector, for the activities of young people and youth centers, for training, research, information, cultural activities, cooperation in youth policy matters, project implementation and international cooperation.

The Ministry of Education allocates funds for further development of the youth workshop system. The development focuses on apprenticeship training, entrepreneurship, workshop schools, workshops at vocational institutions, master-apprenticeship training, evolution of workshops into activity centers, and, finally, support for excluded youth.

There are ten national youth centers which organize camp schools, nature schools, camps and courses for young people and offer youth tourism services. They are also subsidized by the Ministry of Education.

Youth Centers:

Youth Centre AHTELA

http://www.turku.fi/nuorto 

Youth Centre HYVARILA

http://www.oyk.pkky.fi/~hyvarila 

Youth Centre INARI

http://www.travel.fi/fin/luokkis/Inari 

Youth Centre MARTTINEN

http://www.virrat.fi/marttinen  

Youth Centre METSAKARTANO

http://www.travel.fi/fin/metsakartano 

Youth Centre OIVANKI

http://www.ttravel.fi/fin/luokkis/oivanki 

Youth Centre PIISPALA

http://www.piispala.fi 

Youth Centre SYOTE

http://www.travel.fi/syotekeskys  

Youth Centre VILLA ELBA

http://www.kpnet.fi/kokkola/kunta/villaelb
Youth Centre ANJALA

http://www.nuorisokeskusanjala.fi 

THE REGIONAL LEVEL

At the regional level, youth issues are administered by the educational and cultural departments of the provincial state offices, some of which have also set up advisory youth councils. At the local level, youth service is provided by local authorities. They subsidize local youth organizations and other youth groups, maintain local youth clubs and run most youth workshops. 
The Ministry of Education allocates statutory state grants for municipal youth service based on the number of young people under 29 year of age living in each municipality. The Ministry of Education also supports the international activities of the regional and local authorities and youth organizations.

Information on the Provincial State Offices, local authorities and regional councils: http://www.libraries.fi/page.asp?_item_id=1090 

Finnish Youth Cooperation - Allianssi is an umbrella organization which provides services for young people, youth organizations and people who work with young people.

http://www.alli.fi
It has organized a youth research network by the Ministry of Education and the Finnish Youth Research Society.

http://www.alli.fi/nuorisotutkimusl 

There are special subsidies for projects in the field of youth cultural cooperation. http://www.taiteenkeskustoimikunta.fi 

There is the Finnish Cultural Foundation which is a private, non-profit foundation to provide financial support for individuals and organizations in cultural field.

http://www.skr.fi/english/grants.html
Information on some other grants:

http://www.syl.helsinki.fi/english/links.html  

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION


Finland participates in international youth cooperation both through multilateral intergovernmental organizations and through bilateral cultural agreements, which also provide for youth exchanges. 

Bilateral cooperation in the youth field began in the 1960s. Most cooperation programmes are biennial and aim at promoting professional development in the youth field. It is also possible to initiate youth exchanges within the programmes, when deemed necessary.

 NGO projects in neighboring countries and regions are also supported by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs (the Murmansk region, the Republic of Karelia, the Leningrad Region and the City of St Petersburg in Russia, and Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania).

There is support for Finnish and international NGOs' development co-operation projects in developing countries as well as Finnish NGO co-operation projects in the neighboring areas and information and awareness raising regarding developing countries in Finland. It also handles EU related NGO activities, supports the Service Centre for Development Co-operation (KEPA) and foundations for human rights, disability and environmental issues.   
http://www.kepa.fi/ 

Manual for development cooperation of Finnish NGOs http://global.finland.fi/english/projects/ngo/index.htm   
Finland also supports international and regional NGOs in the field of conflict prevention, promotion of human rights, democracy and good governance, and support for civil society. 

More information on http://global.finland.fi/english/projects/partners/ingo.html
The Ministry for Foreign Affairs – http://formin.finland.fi/english
The Government supports Finnish NGO foundations that give grants and other support to NGOs in developing countries. 

KIOS-The Finnish NGO Foundation for Human Rights http://www.kios.fi    

The Centre for International Mobility, CIMO, offers services and expertise to encourage cross-cultural communication. CIMO administers scholarship and exchange programmes and is responsible for the implementation of a number of EU education, training and youth programmes at national level. CIMO is operating under the Finnish Ministry of Education. In addition, CIMO is a very good source of information on grants.

http://www.cimo.fi.

The Ministry of Education allocates funds to Nordic cooperation. The grants and subsidies are almost equally divided between educational and cultural projects. Funds are allocated to bilateral or multilateral projects relating to the Nordic countries and self-governing regions. In addition to traditional Nordic cooperation, the focus has been on cooperation with neighbouring regions in Russia and Estonia.

http://valhalla.norden.org 

Finnish young people have easy access to information networks at schools, libraries, municipal youth clubs and youth workshops.

NORWAY

NATIONAL LEVEL
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY AFFAIRS

The Ministry of Children and Family Affairs is responsible for the national child and youth policy in Norway. 
The ministry has responsibility for developing and coordinating the general children and youth policy including grants to children’s and youth organizations, international exchange schemes for young people and measures for young people in the larger urban communities. The ministry is also responsible for the development programme to strengthen the environments in which children grow up, for measures for young people in rural areas and for the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Ministry of Children and Family Affairs - http://www.dep.no/bfd
National Office for Children, Youth and Family Affairs (BUFA) is a central government authority, administratively linked to the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs. 

BUFA -  http://www.bufa.no/.

BUFA allocates grants to organizations within the family and gender equality area. These grants cover both administration costs as well as different kinds of activities. Further, BUFA allocates grants to organizations for preventive courses for supporting and strengthening family relationships. BUFA is a secretariat for the government committee for grants to Norwegian non-governmental children and youth organizations and allocates grants to them. 

http://www.fordelingsutvalget.no/ 

In addition, BUFA administrates youth exchange programmes between Norway and the other countries within in EU YOUTH programme. The aims of the YOUTH programme is to promote mobility and create a sense of community among young Europeans, to make it easier for young people to cross physical and mental borders. The program addresses young people aged between 15 (18) and 25 years of age, and allocate funds for youth group exchanges and international training for youth leaders, voluntary service for young people (from 18 years).

Look at the website www.ungieuropa.net
BUFA is responsible for providing young people with information on their rights and possibilities in the society. 

A new website on official information for youth was launched in February 2003: www.ung.no 

BUFA is also the Norwegian partner of Eurodesk - European informational network within the fields of education, training and youth 

http://www.eurodesk.org/


THE REGIONAL LEVEL

On the regional level the youth policy is carried out by the county municipality and the county governor.

There exists a special programme “Youth in Finnmark” 2002-2005, which is aimed at supporting young people 15-30 years old in their work both on the local and international level (especially the cooperation with the North-West Russia) 

www.finnmark.no
www.finnmark-f.kommune.no
In Troms the Cultural service is responsible for the children- and youth cooperation

www.troms-f.kommune.no
There exist the official programme of the children and youth activities in Troms for the period 2002-2005. The programme is first of all aimed at the young people of the age 13-20 years old. Among its priorities the programme has establishing all the necessary conditions for cultural, social and educational development of the young people as well as support of the creative youth and bettering the living conditions of young people in the municipality.  One of the priorities stated in the programme is to get information about life situation of young people in the Barents region. 

www.ungplan.net
In Nordland there exist a close co-operation between the authorities and the young people; there is the Youth County Council of Nordland. It consists of 25 representatives from 15 – 25 years.

The Council has been established through by-laws. Nordland Youth County Council has its own budget. The Youth County Council has a major influence on how the free recourses are spent and will be spent, and will also play a major role in the revision of The Youth Political Programme. The Youth Council has a political chairman, a co-chairman and an executive committee. An administrative manager heads the administration.  

www.uft.nfk.no
www.nfk.no
OTHER SOURCES FOR FINANCING

Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs allocates money for the projects within framework of the Barents Programme. It annually allocates about NOK 23 mln. The project applications are considered at the Barents Secretariat in Kirkenes - www.barsek.no 

To be approved and financed the project should first of all correspond to the aims and objectives of the Barents cooperation: 

 -     to secure a peaceful and stable development in the Region;

 -     to further strengthen and develop cultural bonds between different peoples of the Region;

 -     to encourage the establishment of new, and the broadening of existing bilateral and       

       multilateral relations;

-      to lay the foundations for stable economic and social development with an emphasis on     

       active and target oriented nature and resource management; 

-     to take into consideration the interests of the indigenous peoples' influence on development 

-     and to facilitate an active participation from their side.

Young Norwegians can get financial support not only from the State, but also from some private funds:

www.solofondet.no (possibilities for financing youth projects for the young people 15-25 years old)

www.libresse.no (possibilities for financing youth projects organized by girls 15-29 years old)

www.nfrf.no (possibilities for financing projects related to the Human rights)

www.kulturrad.no (Norwegian Cultural fund, which has special programmes for youth and children) 

www.oca.no (The Office for Contemporary Art Norway supports the international activities of Norwegian artists and freelance curators. International artists and freelance curators based in Norway may also apply).

Youth NGO’s and youth Centres 

There exist two big umbrella organizations which unite youth NGOs all over the country, these are:

The Norwegian Youth Council (LNU) is an umbrella organization for almost 70 Norwegian non-governmental organizations for children and youth. Among its members organizations working in a wide range of areas: from education and politics trough culture and music to scouting and religious work. The Council receives financial support from the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the projects carried out together with the partners from North-West Russia www.lnu.no
The Norwegian Council of Youth and Recreation organizations (ung&fri) is an umbrella organization which unites leisure-time clubs for children and young people all over Norway, it has more than 400 members. www.ungogfri.no
All over Norway there exist the youth information centers, "Ungdomsinformasjonen". The centers are open for all young people and give information on: education, jobs, careers, rights, culture and leisure. At a youth information office you will find all information in one place. Information about the centers can be found at www.unginfo.no
SWEDEN
NATIONAL LEVEL
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE OF SWEDEN

In Sweden the Youth Affairs Division of the Ministry of Education and Science is responsible for following up and co-coordinating government policy on youth affairs.

Ministry of Education and Science - http://utbildning.regeringen.se/inenglish/ 

Sweden also has the National Board for Youth Affairs that is a governmental authority , and it  monitors young people’s living conditions and coordinates the follow up of the youth policy at government and policy level. The Board works across sectors and proposes measures for the improvement of young people’s living conditions influence and social development. It also allocates state subsidies to youth organizations and works for renewal of youth activity within the municipalities and associations. The conditions for granting subsidies are that the organization must operate democratically and have a minimum membership of 300. The amount of the subsidy depends on the number of members, national coverage, and the activities involved.

Special subsidies are granted to sports organizations whose members are mainly young people. The authority is also responsible for the European Union Programme Youth, which is an exchange programme in the youth area and other forms of international youth cooperation.

National Board for Youth Affairs  - http://www.ungdomsstyrelsen.se
 LOCAL LEVEL

At local level the municipal authorities must create the necessary conditions for the development and personal growth of children and young people. They grant subsidies to local organizations. However, there is no special legislation on granting subsidies at local level; the municipal authorities define the criteria for granting subsidies themselves.
Information on the local authorities: http://www.svekom.se/skvad/indexeng.htm
YOUTH COUNCIL
The Swedish Youth Council, the LSU, is a coordinating umbrella organisation for almost 100 Swedish youth organisations. The LSU works with contact-establishing, information and communication, knowledge, sharing of experiences, coordinating activities and democratic development.  The LSU's international cooperation involves activities from Nordic and European matters to third world and UN issues. LSU provide young people with the opportunity of studying the possibilities and problems of developing countries. Upon their return, the participants arrange follow-up activities in their own organisations as well as in the LSU. 

The Swedish Youth Council: http://www.lsu.se
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Sweden's international co-operation on youth affairs at government level basically takes the form of participation in international organizations such as the Nordic Council, the Council of Europe, the European Union, the Barents Euro-Arctic Council, and Baltic Sea Council. 
See the website for international youth projects - http://www.youth.se/
The National Board for Youth Affairs is responsible for a special fund that wants to promote cooperation in the youth field in the Baltic and Barents Sea region. This fund has existed since 1998 and will at least go  on 2003.  Only Swedish organizations can seek for money from this fund, but they must have partners from Russia, Baltic States or Poland. Of high priority are projects that are based in the Barents region and/or include any of the indigenous peoples in the region.
More information about the fund can be found at http://www.ungdomsstyrelsen.se/internationellt/
 The Swedish Institute promotes and provides grants for co-operation and exchanges in education and research between Sweden and other countries. There are also short terms grants aimed at persons who are professionally active in defined fields. 

The Swedish Institute - http://www.si.se
The Swedish Institute also announces scholarships for youth exchange in the Barents Sea region. This area covers the administrative provinces of Västerbotten and Norrbotten in Sweden and those of Murmansk, Archangelsk, Karelia, Nenets and Komi in Russia. Only Swedish institutions, not private persons, are eligible to apply. Public authorities and youth organizations are examples of such institutions. The aim of the programme is to encourage a greater degree of exchange and co-operation among young people, for example in the field of sport or among those active in environmental or democracy issues. The financial support is available for travel and accommodation costs.

More information about it can be found at: http://www.si.se/E_visby/9716.cs?dirid=1237
There is the Visby Programme that provides support for co-operation and exchange between Sweden and one or more of the Baltic countries, Belarus and Ukraine. In this context, the Baltic countries are defined as Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and north-west Russia (the cities of St Petersburg and Moscow and the provinces of Kaliningrad, Pskov, Novgorod, Leningrad, Moscow, Archangelsk and Murmansk and the Republics of Karelia and Komi).
More information about it can be found at: http://www.si.se/e_visby/2544.cs?dirid=11608
OTHER SOURCES FOR FINANCING
The Foundation Culture of the Future gives grants to cultural projects that are innovative, meet high quality requirements, are intended to deepen and broaden cultural life in a district or region, are directed towards young age groups etc. Grants can be given for feasibility studies for projects, pilot schemes, planning of buildings, consulting measures, technology development and marketing. 
More information about it can be found at: http://www.framtidenskultur.se/
Sida (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency) is the Swedish government agency for bilateral international development cooperation and most of Sweden's cooperation with Central and Eastern Europé. Sida also offers some possibilities for grants, exhange programmes and scholarships.

More information about Sida can be found at: http://www.sida.se 

Sweden Rotary Youth Exchange Foundation

The programs of the Sweden Rotary youth exchange are the long-term exchange (one-year exchange program), the short-term exchange (summer exchange program) and summer camps.

More information about it can be found at: http://www.rotary.se/youthexchange
Lions Club Sweden

There is the youth exchange program of the Sweden Lions Club.
More information about it can be found at: http://www.lions.se/
Denmark

NATIONAL LEVEL

The State body responsible for the youth policy and grants for the youth and children organizations is the Ministry of Social Affairs

www.sm.dk
The projects of the educational content can be financed via The Ministry of Education 

www.uvm.dk
The projects related to culture can be supported by the Ministry of Culture

www.kum.dk
There can be also co-financing between the 3 Ministers: Culture, Educational and Social Affairs.

Regional level

The Faroe Islands and Greenland also belong to Denmark and these are the parts mainly involved in the Barents Euro-Arctic co-operation. The youth work in these territories is organized by the Youth Councils with the support from the local administrations as well as from Copenhagen.

The Faroe Youth Council www.fur.fo
The Greenland’s Youth Council www.sorlak.gl
Local organizations also receive support for activities and meetings from the municipalities in accordance with the Act on Volunteer Work (‘Folkeoplysningslov’).
Youth COUNCIL 
The majority of all the Danish youth NGOs are member organizations within The Danish Youth Council (DUF). It is an umbrella structure for around seventy children’s and youth organizations in Denmark. It is a common platform for volunteer work with children and young people. The organizations that make up DUF are extremely varied, but do have one thing in common: They all share the basic ideal of volunteer work with young people and children. The member organizations conduct activities in a wide range of areas reflecting diverse interests and foci: youth exchanges, politics, scouting, education, religion, youth clubs, music, the environment, theatre, and much more. All share the aim of encouraging the active involvement and participation of children and young people themselves not just in specific activities, but in society in general.
As a common platform for the member organizations, DUF also looks after the framework conditions of member organizations. DUF’s role is to ensure the best possible financial conditions for volunteer work in Denmark. Denmark’s national youth volunteer organizations are financed by the surplus of state lottery. DUF distributes the lottery-funds to the member organizations for the Ministry of Education and following approved guidelines, according to criteria such as democratic structure, size, geographic diversity, and international activities. There exists a special programme launched in co-operation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the member organizations of DUF can apply for money for the international projects from the programme.
The Danish Youth Council (DUF): www.duf.dk
Culture
Different grants are allocated by the Danish Centre for Culture and Development. The Centre grants project funding for presentation and promotion of art 
and culture from the developing countries in Denmark as well as exchange and co-operation between the cultural sectors of the developing countries and Denmark - but not actual aid programmes. 
Danish Centre for Culture and Development: www.dccd.dk
Danish Secretariat for International Cultural Relations (IKS) is government institution under the Ministry of Culture. IKS operates and coordinates the international cultural exchange programmes of the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In addition, IKS contributes to the formulation of the long-term strategies for international cultural co-operation, draws up and implements multi-annual plans of action for the international cultural co-operation and initiates its own international exchange projects.  The IKS gives financial support to cross-cultural projects performed by professional artists.

Danish Secretariat for International Cultural Relations (IKS): www.danishculture.dk
The DCA Foundation provides financial support to collaborative projects between Danish artists and artists from abroad. Support is typically given to travel, accommodation and in some cases catalogues and transportation of art works, while fees and production support have hitherto been considered outside the scope of the DCA foundation’s field of activity. Professional artists, artists associations, museums and art galleries can apply for funding for projects in which an international dialogue has already been established, or for research trips with a well-defined purpose.

The DCA Foundation: www.dca-cdb.dk
More information about culture in Denmark: www.kulturnet.dk
Education

The Danish Centre for International Cooperation and Mobility in Education and Training is called Cirius. Cirius is the Danish coordination agency for the three major educational programmes of the European Union, Socrates, Leonardo, Youth, and for a number of other programmes and schemes that contribute to international cooperation in education and training

Cirius assists schools and universities with information on student and staff exchanges and on transnational cooperation and intercultural understanding. It covers all parts of education and training as well as youth activities taking place outside the formal educational system.

Cirius is a knowledge centre, collating and distributing information to the Danish educational sector and to foreign nationals who want information about the Danish system.
The Danish Centre for International Cooperation and Mobility in Education and Training: www.ciriusonline.dk
Other funds

There exists Democracy Fund. It supports civil initiatives aimed at the building-up of the civil society in the Eastern Europe. The fund finance projects organized in Denmark and abroad, as well as small projects performed by NGOs, schools, universities etc.  

Democracy Fund: http://www.um.dk/udenrigspolitik/oesteuropa/demokratifonden/
The information facilities: 

www.boernogkultur.dk
www.denmark.dk    (see Meet the Kids)
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
NATIONAL LEVEL

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

In Russia the Department on Youth Policy of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation is responsible for following up and co-coordinating government policy on youth affairs. Every year Department fulfills a number of programmes on youth support and youth co-operation on national and international level. One of the most important among them is the Federal Programme “Youth of Russia” for 2001-2005. The main aim of the programme is establishment, development and strengthening of the legal, economical and administrative conditions for active participation and effective socialization of young citizens in the conditions of democratic society and market economy.

The programme has followed general directions:

· complex measures on support for the establishment and stabilization of young family;

· establishment and development of the system of youth clubs and youth services;

· prevention of youth drug-addition and psycho-active substances addition;

· prevention of unsocial phenomena among youngsters, Law defense and psychic health care;

· development of children, youth and family recreational system;

· support for young intellectual talents;

· development of youth art creativity and youth mass sports;

· international youth cooperation;

· support for youth and children organizations;

· support for students and students movement;

· establishment of the conditions for youth active position in the society, military-patriotic, spiritual and moral upbringing of youth;

· support for effective realization of youth potential;

· solution of the housing problem among youth and young families;

· support for youth business and youth employment;

· establishment of the informational system for youth and youth policy;

· development of the system of the further professional education for youth specialist.

Within frameworks of the Programme the Department on Youth Policy carries out the annual competitions among organizations and institutions those work with youth issues. The winners take grants from the Programme budget.

Department on Youth Policy of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation -

www.youth-rf.nm.ru
YOUTH COUNCIL
The National Youth Council of Russia is the major national youth coordinating body. It has members representing social, political, students, trade unions, children, cultural and other organizations. Some of them are regional youth councils which unite youth and children on the local level. The main aim of the National Youth Council is to support and coordinate activities of youth and children's organizations of Russia in order to encourage protection and realization of their interests and the children's and youth rights. National Youth Council has several activities: it cooperates with the parliamentarians on the regulations concerning youth issues and state youth policy; it organizes seminars, training courses, conferences on the topics of the activity of youth organizations; it publishes bulletins and papers, and provides the information exchange between member organizations; and it assists its member organizations in legal questions like registration, tax regulation, etc. 
The National Youth Council of Russia - http://nycr.trainet.org/
REGIONAL LEVEL

At the regional level, youth issues are administered by the Regional Youth Committees. They realize state youth policy on regional level and subsidize regional youth organizations by carrying out of annual competitions among them. Department on Youth Policy supports the activity on the regional level and allocates money from federal budget. 

There are the Regional Youth Councils. They members represent different types of regional and local non-governmental youth organizations. The Councils coordinate as activities of regional organizations among themselves as common acts with regional authorities.   

The Regional Youth Committees and Youth Councils of Russian part of the Barents region:

Murmansk State Committee on Youth Affairs

hope@committe.murmansk.ru 

Council of youth and children organisations of Murmansk region
hope@committe.murmansk.ru
Ministry of Education and Youth Affairs of the Karelia Republic   

Youth and additional education department

minedu@karelia.ru
Union of youth and children organisations of the Karelia Republic   

poisk@karelia.ru
Archangelsk State Committee on Women, Family and Youth Affairs

kdmarh@arh.ru
Round Table of youth and children organisations of Archangelsk region
kdmarch@arkhangelsk.ru
State Committee on Youth Policy of the Nenets autonomous okrug

kdmnao@atnet.ru
State Committee on Youth Affairs of the Komi Republic

kdm@rkomi.ru
At local level the municipal authorities must create the necessary conditions for the young people. They maintain local youth clubs and run most youth workshops. They should support local youth organizations, but there is no special legislation on it and the municipal authorities define the criteria and ways of support by themselves.
Information on the local authorities could be found through the Regional Youth Committees.  

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Russian Federation provides support (including financial support) for the development of international co-operation of young people by concluding and implementing international agreements for youth exchanges and by involving young Russians in regional, European and other international youth programmes in the humanitarian, educational, scientific and technical fields.
Young Russians are able to take part in youth exchange programmes under the auspices of the UN, UNESCO, the Council of Europe, the European Union, etc.

State and regional authorities carry out the annual competitions of projects among youth and students organizations and institutions those work with youth issues. The projects those are selected receive financing from the state and regional bodies. The projects could concern as national as international questions. There are different rules of the competitions in every region. For more information about this rules contact Regional Youth Committees.  

The YOUTH Community Action Programme

The European Commission, the European Parliament and the Member States of the European Union agreed jointly to establish the YOUTH Community Action Programme, which sets up the legal framework in support of non-formal educational activities for young people. The Programme will run from 2000 to the end of 2006. 

Implementation of the YOUTH programme is decentralized, the aim being to take action as closely as possible to the beneficiaries and to adapt to the diversity of national systems and situations in the field of youth. Each of the 30 countries participating fully in all YOUTH Actions has appointed a National Agency. These National Agencies manage the bulk of YOUTH funds, and provide information and advice. They also act as the link between the European Commission, project promoters at national, regional and local level, and the young people themselves. 

The overall structure of the YOUTH programme promotes crossovers between, and integration of, different Actions. This integrated approach facilitates a greater synergy between Actions so that best practices developed in one Action may be transferred to others.

The main activities supported are divided into five Actions:

Action 1 - Youth for Europe

Youth Exchanges and Youth Encounters offer an opportunity for groups of young people (aged 15-25) from different countries to meet. They have a pedagogical value and a non-formal learning aim, in that the groups explore common themes and learn about each other’s cultures.

Action 2 - European Voluntary Service (EVS)

Under this Action, young people aged between 18 and 25 are able to spend up to 12 months abroad as European volunteers helping in local projects in a wide range of fields: social, ecological and environmental, arts and culture, new technologies, leisure and sports, etc.

Action 3 - Youth Initiatives

Through this Action, young people aged between 15/18 and 25 can obtain support to carry out a project at local level. The intention is to give them a chance to develop as well as express their creativity and spirit of initiative. It also aims at providing former EVS volunteers with a concrete opportunity to build upon the expertise and skills acquired during their voluntary service.

Action 4 - Joint Actions

This Action brings together the SOCRATES (education), LEONARDO DA VINCI (vocational training) and YOUTH (non-formal education) programmes. It will provide support for initiatives that build on the complementary nature of these three programmes and others, such as Culture 2000.

Action 5 - Support Measures

These measures underpin and complement the other YOUTH programme Actions, so as to consolidate and enhance their benefits, to continue and develop innovative actions at Community level, and to boost the quality of youth projects, for instance through exchanges of good practices or training of project organizers.

Who implements the YOUTH programme?
The European Commission

The European Commission, which initiated the Programme, is ultimately responsible for its smooth running. It manages the budget and sets priorities, targets and criteria for the Programme on an ongoing basis.

The European Commission also bears overall responsibility for the coordination of the YOUTH programme National Agencies, which are offices that have been designated and set up by the national authorities in charge of youth affairs in each Programme country. The European Commission cooperates closely with the National Agencies and oversees their activities, as well as guiding and monitoring the general implementation, image, follow-up and evaluation of the Programme at European level.

The national authorities

The EU Member States, as well as the other Programme countries, are involved in the management of YOUTH, in particular through the Programme Committee, to which they appoint representatives. They are also responsible for designating and monitoring the National Agencies.

The YOUTH programme National Agencies

Their primary role is to promote and implement the Programme at national level. They have experience with European programmes for young people and are familiar with the relevant issues and organizations.

Each National Agency acts as a link between the European Commission, project promoters at national, regional and local level, and the young people themselves, and is a key contact point. The Agencies are responsible for disseminating general information about the YOUTH programme as well as encouraging and facilitating the establishing of partnerships. They are also responsible for the selection of projects according to the criteria set by the European Commission. They advise project promoters and organize different kinds of training activities. The National Agencies are the primary sources of information for the users of the Programme.

Who can participate?
Groups of young people, non-profit-making non-governmental organizations or associations, public authorities and others experienced in the field of youth and non-formal education can participate in, and apply for financial support from, the YOUTH programme.

European non-governmental youth organizations (ENGYOs) which are based in one of the Programme countries and have member branches in at least eight Programme countries can also participate. They may apply directly to the European Commission or through their national branches to the relevant National Agency.  

In order to participate in most types of project co - financed by the YOUTH programme, a partnership must be established with one or more partner(s), depending on the rules prevailing for each Action and varying according to which country the partner(s) come(s) from. 

The YOUTH programme is mainly aimed at partners from Programme countries (EU Member States, EFTA/EEA countries and pre-accession countries). To a limited extent and under certain conditions, it is also open to partners from countries in other parts of the world, i.e. "third countries".

The Programme countries

Countries, which can participate in all five actions of the YOUTH programme, are called “Programme countries”. 
	15 Member States of the European Union (EU)

	Austria

Belgium

Denmark

Finland

France
	Germany

Greece

Ireland

Italy

Luxembourg
	Netherlands

Portugal

Spain

Sweden

United Kingdom


	3 countries in the European Free Trade Association (EFTA)
 which are members of the European Economic Area (EEA)

	Iceland
	Liechtenstein
	Norway


	12 countries which are candidates for accession to the European Union (Pre-accession countries)

	Bulgaria

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Estonia
	Hungary

Latvia

Lithuania

Malta
	Poland

Romania

Slovak Republic

Slovenia


The countries in other parts of the world (“third countries”) which can participate in Actions 1, 2 and 5 of the YOUTH programme are divided into the following priority regions:
	
	Priority 1 regions
	
	Priority 2 
region

	Algeria 

Cyprus

Egypt

Israel

Jordan

Lebanon

Malta

Morocco

Syria

Tunisia

Turkey

West Bank and Gaza Strip
	Armenia

Azerbaijan

Belarus

Georgia
Moldova
Russia 

Ukraine
	Albania

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Croatia

Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia (FYROM)

Serbia and Montenegro

    
	Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Cuba

Ecuador

Guatemala

Honduras

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

El Salvador

Uruguay

Venezuela


Other countries in other parts of the world are, in principle, not targeted by the YOUTH programme. In order to underline political priorities, respond to political developments or promote the YOUTH programme, the European Commission may support projects of a pilot character or with high promotional value involving countries outside the regions listed above. Please contact the European Commission before submitting an application involving any such country.

The general selection procedures
Young people and operators interested in setting up a project should complete the relevant application forms and follow the application procedures which are explained in more detail under each Action, as well as for third-country cooperation.

Compliance with the objectives, formal and quality criteria as well as the priorities of the YOUTH programme and its Actions, is the basis for each grant award decision.

At national level
The vast majority of funding applications is processed at national level by the National Agencies. Projects are selected by national selection panels, which are composed of people familiar with the youth field and youth activities. Selections are made in accordance with the European Commission’s guidelines.

At European level
However, a number of specific project types - such as Youth Encounters (Action 1), Europe-wide projects (Action 2), projects submitted by applicants based in Mediterranean partner countries as well as projects submitted by European non-governmental youth organizations (ENGYOs) - are dealt with directly at European level and are selected by the European Commission. The selection panels then consist of representatives from the European Commission, the National Agencies, the National Coordinators and the European Youth Forum.
The application deadlines.
For projects involving only Programme countries selected at national level, there are five application deadlines a year:

	For projects starting between
	Application deadline

	May 1 and September 30
	February 1

	July 1 and November 30
	April 1

	September 1 and January 31
	June 1

	December 1 and April 30
	September 1

	February 1 and June 30
	November 1


For all projects selected at European level as well as projects involving third countries, there are three application deadlines a year:
	For projects starting between
	Application deadline

	July 1 and December 31
	February 1

	November 1 and April 30
	June 1

	April 1 and September 30
	November 1


Deadlines refer to the date of posting (i.e. postmark).

Note the difference between project dates and activity dates

Project dates include everything from preparation to evaluation. Activity dates are when the actual activity takes place (e.g. the day the volunteer arrives in the host country, the first day of a youth exchange programme, etc.). 

Both project and activity should start within the dates mentioned above. For example, if applying at national level for the 1 February deadline, preparation work for the project cannot start before 1 May and the activity (youth exchange, voluntary service, etc.) must start by 30 September.

Please note that project costs (preparation, communication, etc.) incurred before the project starting date, and in any event before official notification of the selection results, cannot be covered by the financial contribution from the YOUTH programme. 

For further information and clarification at all stages in the procedure, please contact your National Agency or consult the Europa server of the European Commission at the following Internet address: 
www.europa.eu.int/comm/youth/.
THE EUROPEAN YOUTH FOUNDATION

I. THE EUROPEAN YOUTH FOUNDATION: ITS AIMS AND HOW IT WORKS 
Set up in 1972, the European Youth Foundation (EYF) is an institution of the Council of Europe. Its purpose is to encourage co-operation among young people in Europe by providing financial support to such European youth activities which serve the promotion of peace, understanding and co-operation in a spirit of respect for the Council of Europe's fundamental values such as human rights, democracy, tolerance and solidarity. 

The EYF thus provides financial support to the following types of activity undertaken by non-governmental youth organizations or networks or by other non-governmental structures involved in areas of youth work relevant to the Council of Europe's youth policies and work:
 
a. educational, social, cultural and humanitarian activities of a European character; 
b. activities aiming at strengthening peace and co-operation in Europe; 
c. activities designed to promote closer co-operation and better understanding among young people in Europe, particularly by developing the exchange of information; 
d. activities intended to stimulate mutual aid in Europe and in the developing countries for cultural, educational and social purposes; 
e. studies, research and documentation on youth matters.
II. OPERATIONS WHICH COULD BE FINANCED BY THE EYF 

The European Youth Foundation may contribute to the financing of the following operations: 

A. International youth meetings 

The EYF may provide financial support for organizing international youth meetings for youth leaders, including seminars, conferences, workshops, camps, festivals, etc. 
Any meeting for which EYF support is sought must be proposed and organized by:
 
a. an international non-governmental youth organization or network, acting alone or together with one or more international or national youth organizations or networks; 
b. or a national or local non-governmental youth organization or network; in this case, the meeting must be organized in co-operation with at least three other organizations or networks from different countries or with an international organization or network; 
c. another non-governmental structure involved in areas of youth work relevant to the Council of Europe's youth policies and work; in this case, the meeting must be organized by and involve at least four countries.
In order to qualify for EYF support, a meeting must: 
· meet the Council of Europe's work priorities, particularly those of its youth sector;
· be likely to make a useful contribution to the objectives and work of the Council of Europe's youth sector; 
· be attended, in appropriate proportions, by nationals of at least four member states of the 
      Foundation. It may also include participants from states which are not members of the   

      Foundation; 
· be likely to have a multiplying effect; 
· be run in accordance with the educational principles of the Council of Europe's youth sector 
      and, in particular, promote education for youth participation as well as intercultural  

      learning; 
· be, at least for one-third of its total cost, financed from sources other than the Foundation: for example, participation fees, the applicant organization’s own funds, or other grants; 
· be attended by participants of whom at least 75% are under the age of 30; 
· (as a general rule) be held in one of the Foundation's member states: applicant organizations 
      are required to justify a choice of venue in a non-member state. 
B. Youth activities other than meetings 

Apart from meetings, the types of youth activities eligible for EYF financial support are studies, research projects and the production of information and documentation on youth issues. In this category the Foundation may support, for example: 
· specialized publications (such as training manuals); 
· newsletters or magazines produced by international youth organizations or networks; 
·  information campaigns; 
·  exhibitions and the production of audio-visual materials etc; 
·  the development of websites or the production of CD-ROMs; 
·  the production of posters, badges and stickers; 
·  research projects on youth-related issues. 
In the same category, the EYF can also grant study visits enabling youth organizations and networks to make new contacts in Europe and thus extend partnerships and develop co-operation. 

To be eligible for support under category B, projects must be proposed and organized by youth organizations, networks or bodies that meet the conditions set out in paragraphs a, b and c of A above, and must have an international dimension. 

The EYF contribution may not exceed 75% of the total cost of projects financed in category B. 
C. Administration of international non-governmental youth organizations and networks 

The European Youth Foundation may, on an annual basis, grant international non-governmental youth organizations or networks a contribution to cover part of the general administrative costs involved in running their activities at European level. 

Such grants can only be provided to organizations or networks:
a.  the members of which have joined voluntarily; 
b.  which have received at least one grant from the EYF for a category A or B activity in the course of the year in which the application for an administrative grant is made; 
c. which have European structures or a European secretariat; 
d. which have branches in at least seven Council of Europe member states, with a minimum of 100 active members in each. 
The Foundation may also contribute to the administrative costs of non-governmental youth organizations and networks, during a maximum period of three years, in order to help them to establish a European structure. In order to qualify, an organization or network must: 
a. be in receipt of at least one grant from the EYF for a category A or B activity in the year in which the application for an administrative grant is made; 
b. have branches in at least three but not more than six Council of Europe member states; 
c. aim, in particular, to promote youth participation; 
d. operate according to democratic decision-making processes; 
e. reflect the Council of Europe's values and contribute to this Organization’s work in the youth field. 
The amount of the Foundation financial support is identical for each beneficiary organization and cannot exceed, during the course of one year, the lowest amount granted to organizations which have a well established European structure (which have branches in at least seven Council of Europe member states) during the same year. 
D. Pilot projects 

Pilot projects are youth meetings or activities other than meetings (as described under B above) which are likely to contribute more particularly to the following priority objectives of the 
Council of Europe youth policy: 
· to help young people, in particular the disadvantaged, to find ways of meeting both the challenges facing them and their own aspirations; 
· to encourage new forms of youth participation and organization; 
· to contribute to social cohesion, in particular by combating exclusion and by preventing phenomena specifically affecting young people; 
· to adapt and open up programmes and structures to the changes in society. 
Within this context, in order to qualify for financial support, pilot projects must meet the following conditions: 
· be youth activities (by, with or for young people); 
· have a European dimension, either by involving more than one country, and/or by taking into consideration the European context; 
· be innovative activities in terms of methodology for the target group and/or organizing body; 
· contribute to youth participation; 
· follow the basic educational principles of the Council of Europe youth sector's work, in particular the promotion of intercultural dialogue and understanding. 
III. SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION 
A. Grant application for an international meeting of young people or youth leaders 
(category A) 
Applications must be submitted in French or English (the Council of Europe's working languages) on the official EYF form, copies of which may be obtained from the Foundation Secretariat (this form can be sent by e-mail). Forms completed in hand-writing will not be accepted. Furthermore, the page layout of the form must be fully respected, in particular the spaces set-out for each question. 

The form for applications under category A is clear and easy to complete. It must be completed in full. The information supplied should give a clear idea of the meeting's aims and content. If applicant organizations so wish, they may send additional documentation, which will be used by the Secretariat and made available to the decision-making Committee when it meets to examine the application. 

Below are some practical guidelines to help you complete the form: 

The organization 
- Give the full name of the applicant organization, and, if any, its abbreviation. 
- A first application to the EYF should be accompanied by the following information about the organization: 

·  its aims, structure and activities and the names of the responsible persons; 
· a list of national branches in Europe (in the case of international organizations or networks) or of European partners (in the case of national organizations or networks), including, if possible, their addresses and information about their aims and activities etc. 

Subject of the meeting 
Whatever the nature of the meeting, you must specify a central theme. You may choose a title for the event which makes this central theme appear clearly. 

Where and when will the meeting be held 
It is important to be as precise as possible about the date and place of the meeting, for the following reasons:
· the EYF Secretariat needs this information for administrative and (mainly budgetary) planning purposes; 
· the date and place of a meeting are rarely fixed at random.
 In many cases, the choice of country and, indeed, locality for a meeting has a bearing on its aims, content or educational purpose. This information therefore helps in assessing the application. 

Number of working days 
The activities organized within the framework of the Council of Europe's Directorate of Youth and Sport are following certain educational principles, one of which is linked to the duration of meetings. In this respect, a minimum of four working days (excluding the travel days) is requested. Indeed, the practice of international group dynamics shows that shorter meetings are not likely to provide the participants with the necessary intercultural experience which they need in order to exchange ideas and work together in a valuable manner. 

Working languages 
State the number of working languages, even if professional interpreters are not to be engaged. Where appropriate, indicate how the various languages will be used at the meeting (eg through simultaneous or consecutive interpretation, in plenary sessions and/or working groups). 

Objectives of the meeting 
Please list as clearly as possible the objectives of the meeting. In this respect, avoid objectives which are too general such as "to reflect upon the social problems of young people". Instead, prefer objectives such as "to identify and understand factors of social exclusion of young people". In any case, objectives must be specific, realistic and measurable. 

Main elements of the programme and the methodology/working methods 
Under this item you should not make a detailed description of the programme but present in a concise manner the essential elements of the content of the meeting (sub-themes, for example) as well as how these elements will be dealt with (methodological approach), for example:
 
1. presentation of the realities of social exclusion of young people within the participating countries: lecture by an expert and working groups; 
2. the factors of social exclusion of young people: presentation of a European study, round table and visit of a local centre for social and professional insertion; 
3. the participants design local projects directed to young people from disadvantaged backgrounds: international workshops, reporting in plenary and evaluation; 
4. conclusions and follow-up to the meeting: plenary session on drafting proposals for follow-up actions (in the field of leader training and information). 
Finally, when drafting the application: 
· avoid (long) introductions aiming to justify the relevance of the selected theme. This kind of reflection belongs to the meeting itself. You should rather focus on how the meeting will deal with the theme; 
· avoid making a programme presentation in the form of a detailed agenda. 
Purpose of the meeting in your organization’s short- and long-term programme 
Here you should explain briefly why the meeting is being held and how it fits in with the organization’s policy and activities, particularly in the long term. What is required is not further information about the aims of the meeting, but indications on the organization’s strategy. 

Preparation of the meeting 
The EYF aims not only to encourage international youth exchanges but also to help people to learn how to co-operate at international level. That is why it is important that meetings should be prepared by an international team. The experience of working together in an international group to design and prepare a programme is as much part of the process of intercultural learning as is participation in the programme itself. 

In this section of the form you should not only indicate how many preparatory meetings are planned and how they are to be documented, but also state clearly the countries of residence of the planning team members. 

Follow-up to the meeting 
The EYF seeks to support projects that are part of a long-term educational process rather than one-off activities, many of which may have limited impact. It is therefore essential to show that the meeting is part of an overall process and to state how it will be followed up (not only by an evaluation meeting but also, where applicable, by further initiatives). If there are plans to produce a report, other than the official report which must be sent to the EYF, it is useful to state the languages in which it will be published. 

Participants 
EYF grant aid is intended for youth projects. Even if the participants in a meeting are youth leaders, at least 75% of them must be under the age of 30. 

You should not only state the number of participants, their age group(s) and countries of residence but also include a brief profile (indicating, for example, whether they are leaders of local youth projects, students etc). 

If some participants come from non-member states of the Council of Europe or non-European countries, please state which countries. 

Leadership team 
If the team running the event is the same as that already described in the section on "Preparation of the meeting", simply say so: there is no need to list the members a second time. In any case, the important thing is to show that the team in charge during the event itself will be an international one. 

Type of lecturers/experts to be invited 
If the names of guest speakers or experts are known, it is useful to list them. If not, you should at least indicate what type of speakers are to be invited and their field(s) of expertise. 

Budget for the meeting
It should be noted that the EYF makes an overall grant in support of a project and that the applicant organization is required to present a full, balanced draft budget, showing both anticipated income and expenditure. Bear in mind, too, that the Foundation cannot cover the full cost of the project. Its contribution may not exceed two-thirds of the total cost of a youth meeting (three-quarters of the cost of other types of activity or 50% of pilot project costs). 

The draft budget should be as detailed as possible (indicating all expenses and any grants expected from sources other than the EYF). Participants are encouraged to use the cheapest means of transport available. (In general, the applicant organization should be realistic with regard to the size of grant it seeks. If necessary it should contact the EYF Secretariat on this point before submitting the application). 

Is the applicant carrying out the activity in co-operation with other organizations 
This question is intended particularly for national (or local) youth organizations or networks, given that projects eligible for EYF support must be proposed and run on an international basis. If the application is submitted by a national (or local) organization or network, it should include information about the other European partner organizations or networks involved, indicating their aims, structure, activities and addresses. 
If you are making several applications to the EYF or to the EYCs please indicate your priorities 

As explained above, the EYF is part of the Council of Europe's youth sector, which also includes the two European Youth Centers (EYCs) in Strasbourg and Budapest. The Centers are meeting places and training venues for European youth organizations and networks, which can apply (through a procedure similar to that of the EYF) to use the facilities for seminars or study sessions on themes of their choice. 
In this section of the form you should mention all applications submitted by your organization to the EYCs or EYF, indicating an order of priority. This information will be useful if it is not possible to grant all the aid applied for. 

Address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address of the organization and the person responsible for this activity 
As a rule, the process of considering an application for EYF grant aid and the administrative follow-up involved entail frequent contact between the recipient organization and the EYF Secretariat. The person responsible for the activity and for contact with the EYF should therefore be identified clearly. If necessary, please include two names, that of the person in charge of the activity and that of a contact person for the EYF Secretariat. 
B. Grant application for an activity other than a meeting (category B) 

There is no standard form for applications in this category, which covers a substantial range of activities (publications, research, documentation, study visits etc). In their applications (which must be in English or French and no more than three pages long), organizations are therefore asked to include the following information: 

a. the name and address of the applicant organization and of any partner organizations; 
b. the name, function and address of the person in charge of the activity and, if appropriate, of another contact person; 
c. the applicant organization’s aims, structure and activities; 
d. the nature of the activity for which EYF grant aid is sought (e.g., newsletter or magazine, research, educational materials, information campaign, audiovisual production or study trip); 
e. a concise description of the project, including information about the following:
· Aims;

· main and sub-themes;

· schedule and programme;

· working methods;

· languages to be used;

· number of copies, number of pages, target readership;

· other aspects... 
f. provisional budget (the EYF cannot contribute more than 75% of the total cost). 
C. Grant applications in respect of the general administrative costs of international non-governmental youth organizations and networks (category C) 

These applications must also be submitted in English or French on the official EYF form. The information supplied must be as complete as possible and must cover the following points: 
a. the applicant organization’s name, address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address; 
b. its aims; 
c. its structure (decision-making bodies and how they are composed); 
d. its activities over the last two years (types of activity and participants, countries involved etc); 
e. its membership (national branches or sections of the organization and number of members in each country); 
f. its administration: whether or not the organization employs staff; 
g. its operational budget. 

Similar to projects in category A and B, organizations receiving administrative grants must provide a report (organization’s annual report), as well as the relevant proofs of expenditure linked to the said grant (copy of the bills). 

Regarding administrative grants to youth organizations and networks in order to help them to establish a European structure, a specific application form is available. The applicant organization must provide clear information on the following: 
a. name, address, telephone, fax, e-mail of the organization; 
b. aims and type of activity carried out by the organization and its local or national branches/partners; 
c. main activities at European level; 
d. organizations/structures or others, members or partners of the organization in the Council of Europe member states; 
e. how the organization intends to spend the expected EYF grant. 

Organizations having received this type of financial support must provide a report indicating in which way the EYF grant has been spent (accompanied by the relevant proofs of expenditure) as well as information on whether the objectives set out for this kind of financial support (establish a European structure) have been achieved and/or if progress in this respect has been made. Such information will enable the relevant decision-making bodies of the EYF to decide whether it is appropriate to continue granting the organization the following year, within the limit of the three year period. 
D. Grant applications for pilot projects (category D) 

The application must be submitted in English or French according to the same procedure as for category A (same application form) and B above.
IV. EXAMINING AND DECIDING ON THE APPLICATIONS
 

As a rule, the EYF Secretariat must receive grant applications by the following deadlines: 
1 April for activities to be carried out in the first half of the following year; 
1 October for activities to be carried out in the second half of the following year. 

However, there are no fixed deadlines for first applications to the EYF, which may be submitted at any time. These will be examined under an ad hoc procedure at the next meting of the Programming Committee (the decision-making body), which meets twice a year (June/December). In urgent cases, and as far as the Foundation's financial situation permits it, they can be forwarded by the Secretariat to the Programming Committee. However, this procedure is valid only for grants not exceeding 7600 €. 

In certain specific circumstances a grant request from an organization which is not a first-time applicant may also be considered under an ad hoc procedure. In such cases the organization must be able to give good reasons for not submitting the application within the normal time limit. 

Grant applications are considered first by the EYF Secretariat, which ensures that they are complete and sufficiently well documented and which makes a recommendation to the Programming Committee. 

All applications received are summarized in a document (English and French) and forwarded to the members of the Programming Committee. This committee comprises eight government representatives and eight representatives of non-governmental youth organizations, networks and other non-governmental youth structures. It normally meets twice a year, in June and December, in order, among other things, to examine applications and make decisions regarding the amount of financial support to be granted, if any. 

V. PAYMENT OF THE GRANT  
1. Advance payment 

Once the Programming Committee has taken its decisions, the EYF Secretariat notifies the applicant organizations and sends those to which grants have been allocated a grant acceptance form requesting certain information, including the exact dates of the activity and the organization’s bank account details. This form constitutes a contract in which the beneficiary commits himself to the following: 
a. to carry out the activity according to the information provided in the application; 
b. to notify the EYF of any change in the activity; 
c. to submit a report (in the case of meetings, the official EYF report form must be used) within the time limit stipulated in the EYF regulations and to supply proof of expenditure related to the activity; 
d. to return the EYF grant if it is used for purposes other than those intended. 

The EYF may make an advance payment to the beneficiary on an authorized grant. It is up to the organization to request such a payment and specify the amount sought. On no account may an advance exceed 80% of the total grant. 

2. Payment of the balance 

The balance of the grant is paid once the EYF has received a satisfactory report on the activity (on its official form) and the relevant accounts. In the case of a meeting, the report must include a list of all the participants, with their signatures confirming that they took part. The conclusions/results of the activity should be clearly mentioned in the report. 

Reports should be received no later than three months after the completion of the activity. If a more detailed report is made for the participants, the EYF Secretariat would appreciate to receive a copy. In any case, it is very important to state in the report that the activity has been carried out with the support of the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe. 

If a report is not received within the time limit of three months, the EYF will write to the grant beneficiary setting a further deadline of maximum one month. If the report is not received by the new deadline, the balance of the grant will not be payable. If necessary an organization may be given formal notice to reimburse an advance payment. 

Finally, the beneficiary organization must justify the use of any EYF grant by providing, as soon as possible, all proof of expenditure related to the activity funded (copy of the bills). It should be noted that the EYF accounts are examined in detail every year by the Board of Auditors of the Council of Europe. The Auditors have the task, not only to check the accounts of the Foundation, but also to verify that the financial contributions made by the EYF have been spent in an appropriate manner. 

3. Reimbursement of the grant 

The European Youth Foundation shall ask the reimbursement of the grant: 
· if the programme for which it was intended has not been carried out; 
· if the programme has been carried out in circumstances substantially different from those approved when the decision to grant the contribution was taken; 
· if the contribution has been used for purposes other than those on which the Foundation's decision to grant was based,; 
· if the beneficiary organization has not provided any report according to the conditions stipulated under item 2 above. 
For further information see: http://www.coe.fr./youth
The Nordic Council of Ministers

Funding Arrangements 
Some of the Nordic Council of Ministers' funding arrangements are directly addressed toward children and youth - especially The Nordic Steering Committee for Children's and Youth Culture, abbreviated as BUK. 

In order to achieve support for a project it is necessary that at least three Nordic countries or autonomous regions participate. It is, however, sufficient with two Nordic partners if one or both of them has its residence in Greenland, the Faroe Islands, Iceland, the North Cap district, or East Finland. 

The Baltic States and the regions in North West Russia can also participate. Among the criteria that BUK emphasises is a dialogue with countries outside Norden - especially the Barents district, the Baltic States and St. Petersburg. 
The Nordic Youth Committee is another youth support organisation working partially with youth organisations, and partially with independent projects.

The Nordic Culture Foundation distributes support to a long series of projects - among these also projects for children and youth. 

A series of Nordic Council of Ministers' committees also support children's and youth projects. This is with regard to films/videos/tv, mass media, literature, music and theatre/dance - as well as Nordic projects abroad. 
FUNDS AND PROGRAMMES 

Fund for children and young adults in the Nordic adjacent areas

The Steering Committee for Nordic Children's and Youth Culture (BUK) has contributed to the Action Plan for Children and Young Adults , the goal of which is to improve the conditions of children and young people that are especially vulnerable, for example, orphans, street children, disabled children and children in institutional care. The projects should be cross-sectorial and at least two of the following sectors: social, health, culture and educational issues, should be involved in the projects.

All the applications should be sent to the Nordic Council of Ministers' Information Offices in the Baltic countries and St. Petersburg, where the applications of a smaller scope will be dealt with at once. 

Applications for projects exceeding 50.000 DKK will be re-forwarded by the information offices for final decision at the Nordic Council of Ministers. 

The deadlines
for delivering applications for support to be appropriated by the NCM in June is April 1st, and October 1st for the support to be appropriated by the NCM in December.

N.B. If the amount of support applied for exceeds 50.000 DKK the project should involve a Nordic partner. There are several other requirements that should be fulfilled, therefore the NCM's home-page is recommended for further details on the subject: 
http://www.norden.org/kultur/barn/bidrag/1-3-4-1-h_pl_barn/sk/index.asp
Nordic Council of Ministers, Nils-Petter Karlsson, Store Strandstræde 18, DK-1255 Copenhagen K, Denmark, nk@nmr.dk 
NORDPLUS – junior
It distributes travel scholarships to youth who want to visit another Nordic country. 

The history of the Nordic Program for Mobility of University Students and Teachers - the NORDPLUS program- is closely connected to the Action Plan for Nordic Cultural Co-operation, designed to meet the challenges of the 1990ies in the fields of higher education. The program was launched by the Nordic Council of Ministers in 1988. The objective is to advance a positive interrelationship between the universities and institutions of higher education in the Nordic countries creating a distinctive sense of common ground. 

NORDPLUS has these specific goals: 
· to promote wide-ranging and intensive co-operation between the universities of the Nordic countries with a view to establishing a Nordic educational community;

· to increase substantially the number of university students carrying out an integrated and fully recognized period of study in another Nordic country;

· to encourage the increased mobility of university teaching staff, thereby improving the quality of the education and training provided by the universities.
The instruments of the program are: 
· student mobility grants, awarded to full-time students as a supplement to national study grants for a period of study at another Nordic university for up to one full academic year;

· academic staff mobility grants, awarded for a maximum of four months;

· short study visits for academic staff and university administrators;

· joint intensive study courses, grants awarded to staff and students participating in such programs.
   A further feature of the program is that NORDPLUS grants are awarded only where a co-operation agreement has been entered into by the exchanging institutions. An arrangement taking care of the free movers is administered by the international offices at the universities: NORDLYS (literally: "Polar Light"). 
As the present pattern of applications indicates a substantial unexploited potential within a number of central and significant university departments, the development of this potential is a future priority along with networks containing elements of: 
- participation of West-Nordic institutions, Faeroe Islands, Greenland, Iceland; 

- small professions that could not be sustained based on the market in one single country;

- balance in the exchange of students and teachers between institutions; 

 - sharing of facilities; 

- extensive co-operation between institutions mutually agreeing upon long term planning and programs. 

Artists’ grant Sleipnir

 Sleipnir was founded in 1994 with the objective of providing young artists in the Nordic countries with a possibility to travel and establish contacts in the other Nordic countries.

The ministers of cultural affairs have now decided to proceed with the grant scheme extending it to the Baltic countries and Northwest Russia. On the one hand it means that young artists from the Nordic countries will be provided with travelling grants to be able to visit these countries, on the other hand the artists from the Baltic countries and Russia will be able to get financial support to travel in the Nordic countries.

One should be under the age of 36 to be eligible to apply for Sleipnir grants,- Sleipnir gives away about 200 travelling grants to young artists every year.

The scheme applies provisionally for one year. Sleipnir is funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers and is run by the Nordic Institute of Contemporary Art (NIFCA) in Helsinki. 

NIFCA, Suomenlinna 28B, FIN-00190 Helsinki, Finland.
Phone +358-9 686 430, Fax +358-9 668 594 

administration@nifca.org
http://www.nifca.org 
Nordic Council of Ministers, St. Strandstræde 18, DK-1255 Copenhagen K. Phone +45-3396 0200, fax +45-3396 0202
www.norden.org 
Nordic Academy for Advanced Study

The Nordic Academy of Advanced Study (NorFA) provides exchange of ideas and human resources and seeks to develop Nordic research and research training.NorFA is an organisation within the Nordic Council of Ministers.

General information regarding the activities NorFA supports: 
· NorFA activities should be goal-oriented, limited in time, and clearly show the added value of the Nordic dimension.

· NorFA supports initiatives in all scientific fields. Priority is given to initiatives of an interdisciplinary orientation, and fields in which new methodologies are being developed and/or where the national research environments in the Nordic countries are small. 
· NorFA strives for an enduring and sustainable process of co-operation among the Nordic research environments. 

· NorFA funding in the first instance should cover costs arising in connection with co-operation between countries. Salaries and fees are reimbursed only in exceptional circumstances. NorFA does not support administrative expenses, taxes or the similar. Therefore, if necessary, a degree of co-financing is expected from the participating institutions. 
Many NorFA activities are open to all in the Nordic region, which in addition to the Nordic countries includes the adjacent areas of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and North-Western Russia. Research training environments in these adjacent areas are offered the opportunity to take part in NorFA activities both at institutional and personal levels. 

NorFA strives for the highest quality in all its activities. 

NorFA encourages applicants to add an international dimension by involving researchers and research environments from elsewhere in Europe and the world. 

Funding is not granted retroactively.
NorFA,Holbergs gate 1, 0166 Oslo, Norway Phone +47 23 35 45 40, fax +47 23 35 45 45 norfa@norfa.no   
www.norfa.no
For further information about the Nordic Council of Ministers see: http://www.norden.org
The Nordic Council of Ministers supports information resource for children and young people in the Northern Europe

 http://valhalla.norden.org 
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