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Greenways are communication routes  reserved exclusively for non-motorised journeys, 
developed in an integrated manner which enhances  both the environment and quality of 
life of the surrounding area.  

These routes should meet satisfactory standards  of width, gradient, and surface condition 
to ensure that they are both user-friendly and low-risk for users of all abilities. In this 
respect, canal towpaths and disused railway lines are a highly suitable resource for the 
development of greenways. 

Lille Declaration,  12 September 2000



Railway map of Latvia, 1934 / RailwayMuseum.lv



Infrastructure development plans of Latvian Railways / LR, 2022



• Hundreds ok kms of abandoned / overgrown trails / 
some used for illegal driving / forestry works / garbage

• Unclear / divided land ownership issues (”belongs to 
no-one, sand, gravel, metal can be “taken”, paths were 
obstructed by farmers, nearby companies etc.) 

• Unclear / divided land ownership issues (”belongs to 
no-one”)

• Many former railway stations in very bad shape, 
collapsing (belonging to State Railways)

• Dangerous sections within the route (mostly former 
railway bridges)

• Abandoned rails in some sections without any use

• Some parts preserved by locals, including railway 
heritage (e.g. buildings, bridges, former railway 
artefacts)

• Some municipalities already had signed agreement 
with railway authority



Network of former railways in North-East Latvia and South Estonia
Works performed during 2015 - 2023



Development of former railway lines into sustainable tourism routes 
From a dream to reality – trails, bidges, stations, activities etc.

Before After

Former railway bridge over Gauja river in Jaunpiebalga



Former railway bridge over Gauja river in Jaunpiebalga



Former railway bridge over 
river Tirza

(emphasis not only on the 
surface and safety, but as a 

“natural” bottleneck for 
restriction of the 

motorized transport) 

> Additional measures –
reflective elements 



Setting-up new wooden bridges (instead of the former iron)

Bridge over Briede river
not far from Valmiera



Creating favorable conditions for (potential) entrepreneurs nearby:

A case of Suntaži former railway station (replacing former bridge 
surface to make it safe and accessible)



Suntaži former railway station and nearby bridge – abandoned and forgotten 



Suntaži former railway station > Design Hotel (Aug. 2023)



Creating favorable 
conditions for (potential) 
entrepreneurs nearby:

A case of DodKepu.lv 
(Huskey dog sledging and 
walks on former railway)

Improvement of the 
safety over railway 
bridge, traffic restriction 
(signs), active local 
community



DodKepu.lv



Aloja former railway station –
local pizzeria presently 

https://www.facebook.com/Alojaspicas/



Ērgļi former station – a meeting place for tourists and creativity

Stacija.eu



Additional support for the local entrepreneurs

• Thematic seminars with local and international lecturers
• Possibilities to join local and international experience exchange trips
• Included in the promotional materials (maps, mini-maps, articles etc.)
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International Awards for the Greenways Network
2019 and 2023



Activities for the future: better connection with public
transportation, more safe and accessible greenways



Potential hard-surface sections identified connecting/overlapping 
with greenways



• Electric (micro) mobility: making greenways
even more accessible to various groups of visitors

• Electric car charging facilities (more time 
spent near/at tourism destinations)

• Electric sockets for phone and e-bike charging 
(renewable energy solutions); more time spent at
destinations



Near-future plans 
regarding greenways 
development in Latvia

• Greenways network further 
development in Vidzeme, Kurzeme and 
South Estonia regions
• Emphasis on accessability

improvements, but also new 
sections (EstLat, approved)

• Urban Mobility connection 
improvements (Interreg Europe, under 
assessment)

• Urban Mobility Lighthouse site as an 
initiative of the European Commission, 
under DG MOVE

• Local development initiatives by the 
communities (e.g. through LEADER) 
enthusiasts and entrepreneurs

• Cooperation with European Greenways 
Assoc., incl. policy advocacy via 
European Parliament resolution of 25 
March 2021 on establishing an EU 
strategy for sustainable tourism 
(2020/2038(INI)) – Rail Trails



Thank you very much for your attention!

Greenrailways.eu


